Advent 3

“Rejoice”

Said Eucharist
13 December 2020
9am

Please pray for…
Our Diocese, Northern Region and our local church community
The Archbishop: The Most Revd Dr Glenn Davies
The Regional Bishop: The Rt Revd Chris Edwards
Northern Region: Parishes of Thornleigh-Pennant Hills, Pymble; and
Philedelphia Anglican at Killara
Local churches: Sydney Harbour North Parish (Sacred Heart, Blessed Sacrament,
St Therese Beauty Point, St Joseph’s); clergy and people

Missions 2020
Anglicare Sydney:

Mobile Community Pantry Program;
Bill Farrand, Anglicare Community Services Manager

Bush Church Aid:

BCA Indigenous Ministry Officer,
The Revd Neville Naden and Mrs Kathryn Naden

Anglican Board of Mission:

Sustainable Livelihoods Program, Kenya;
The Revd John Deane, ABM Executive Director

Those we are holding in prayer
Those Requiring On-Going Prayer:

Alex Dimitric, John Dimitric, Irina Dimitric, Justin Reid, Heather, Bernie Walsh,
Keren Snell, Christine Hurford, Shannour, Chloe Turner, Denise Thomas,
Eileen Menzies, Mary Douglas, Liam Gorman, Rosemary Walsh, Anthony Bowra,
Barbara Fisher, Elke Kroeger-Radcliffe, Dallas Ford, David Park, Ann Neill

People in Residential and Home Care:

Dawn Holdaway, Ruth Burleigh, Richard Lloyd, Betty Gemmell, Mary Shuttleworth,
Elaine Porter, Helen Huby, Dorothy Bashford, Pat Wood, Jean Barton, Robin Wilks,
Denis Pearson
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Gathering of God’s People
Please stand for the Procession
Introit: Advent Antiphons - O Morning Star and O King of the Nations (Plainchant)
O morning star, splendour of the light eternal
and bright sun of righteousness:
come and bring light to those who dwell in darkness
and walk in the shadow of death.
O king of the nations, you alone can fulfil their desires:
cornerstone, binding all together:
come and save the creation you fashioned
from the dust of the earth.

Greeting
Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins,
whose mercy endures for ever.
The Lord be with you
And also with you.
The Advent Wreath
The Presider says:
God our Father,
you gave to Zechariah and Elizabeth in their old age a son called John.
He grew up strong in spirit,
prepared the people for the coming of the Lord,
and baptised them in the Jordan to wash away their sins.
Help us, who have been baptised into Christ,
to be ready to welcome him into our hearts,
and to grow strong in faith by the power of the Spirit.
All: Lord Jesus, light of the world,
John told the people to prepare,
for you were very near.
As Advent continues and Christmas grows closer day by day,
help us to be ready to welcome you now. Amen.
The third Advent candle is now lit.
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Sentence
Bind up the broken-hearted, proclaim liberty to the captives and release to the
prisoners, proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, the day of vengeance of
our God.
[Isaiah 61.1-2]

Prayer of Preparation
Let us pray.
Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Kyries
Please sit to sing

The Balmoral Setting (Callum A. Close)
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Invitation to Confession and Absolution
The Lord comes, bringing to light things now hidden in darkness, and disclosing the
purposes of the heart.
Silence
Let us open our hearts and prepare for his coming, confessing our sins in penitence
and faith.

Merciful God,
our maker and our judge,
we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
and in what we have failed to do:
we have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.
Father, forgive us.
Strengthen us to love and obey you
in newness of life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God,
who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith:
pardon you and set you free from all your sins,
strengthen you in all goodness
and keep you in eternal life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Collect
Eternal God,
you sent John the Baptist
to prepare the way for the coming of your Son:
grant us wisdom to see your purpose
and openness to hear your will,
that we too may prepare the way for Christ
who is coming in power and glory
to establish his rule of peace and justice;
through Jesus Christ our Judge and our Redeemer,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Ministry of the Word
The First Reading
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah

Nick Moser

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent
me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s
favour, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for
those who mourn in Zion - to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness
instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called
oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.
They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they
shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. For I the Lord love
justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known
among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall
acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has
clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns
herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes
what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to
spring up before all the nations.
[Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-11]
For the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Psalm 126 TiS 80
Please remain seated to sing the Psalm Response

R
When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage, it seemed like a dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, on our lips there were songs. R
The heathen themselves said ‘What marvels the Lord worked for them!’
What marvels the Lord worked for us! Indeed we were glad.
R
Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage as streams in dry land.
Those who are sowing in tears will sing when they reap.
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R

They go out, they go out, full of tears, carrying seed for the sowing:
they come back, they come back, full of song, carrying their sheaves. R
The Second Reading
A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians
But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to respect those who labour among you,
and have charge of you in the Lord and admonish you; esteem them very highly in
love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves. And we urge you,
beloved, to admonish the idlers, encourage the faint hearted, help the weak, be
patient with all of them. See that none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek
to do good to one another and to all.
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the
words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every
form of evil.
May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul
and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The
one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. Beloved, pray for us. Greet all the
brothers and sisters with a holy kiss. I solemnly command you by the Lord that this
letter be read to all of them. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
[1 Thessalonians 5.12-28]
For the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Please stand to sing
Gradual Hymn
On Jordan’s banks the Baptist’s cry - TiS 270 (Tune: Winchester New)
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
announces that the Lord is nigh;
come then and hearken, for he brings
glad tidings from the King of kings.
Then cleansed be every heart from sin;
make straight the way for God within;
prepare we in our hearts a home
where such a mighty guest may come.
For you are our salvation, Lord,
our refuge and our great reward;
without your grace we waste away
like flowers that wither and decay.
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To heal the sick stretch out your hand,
and bid the fallen sinner stand;
shine forth, and let your light restore
earth’s own true loveliness once more.
To him who left the throne of heaven
to free us all, let praise be given;
and praise be to the Father done,
and Holy Spirit, Three in One.
The Gospel Reading
Congregational Response

Choir: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory!
All:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory!

Choir: Let us rejoice always and pray without ceasing, giving thanks;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for us, his children.
All:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory!

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St John, Chapter 1,
beginning at the 6th verse.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the
light, but he came to testify to the light.
This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but
confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you
Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then
they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us.
What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in
the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” as the prophet Isaiah
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said. Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are
you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John
answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not
know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his
sandal.” This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.
[John 1.6-8, 19-28]
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
The Sermon - The Reverend Peter Kurti, Associate Priest
The Creed
Let us stand and join together in the words of the Nicene Creed.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the Community
Please be seated

xxxx

Let us pray for the world and for the church.
Response after each petition
Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer
After the last petition
Hear us, Father, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
The Greeting of Peace
Please stand
May the God of peace make you completely holy,
ready for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
Please do not physically exchange the Peace.
The Offertory
Offertory Hymn
Of the Father’s love begotten - TiS 290 (Tune: Corde Natus)
Of the Father’s love begotten
Ere the worlds began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega,
He the source, the ending he,
Of the things that are, that have been,
And that future years shall see
Evermore and evermore.
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O that birth for ever blessed
When the virgin, full of grace,
By the Spirit’s power conceiving
Bore the saviour of our race,
And the babe, the world’s redeemer,
First revealed his sacred face,
Evermore and evermore.
This is he whom seers and sages
Sang of old with one accord,
Whom the voices of the prophets
Promised in their faithful word;
Now he shines, the long-expected:
Let creation praise its Lord
Evermore and evermore.
In the heights of heaven adore him,
Angel hosts his praises sing,
All dominions bow before him
And extol our God and king;
Let no tongue in earth be silent,
Every voice together sing
Evermore and evermore.
The Presider continues
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.
Through your goodness we have these gifts to share.
Accept and use our offerings for your glory
and for the service of your kingdom.
Blessed be God for ever.
The Great Thanksgiving
The Sursum Corda
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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The Presider continues
All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere,
mighty Creator, everliving God.
We give you thanks and praise for your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who was looked for by the prophets,
heralded by the Baptist,
announced by an angel,
born of the Virgin Mary
and revealed at last to men and women of every race.
By his death on the cross
and rising to new life,
he offered the one true sacrifice for sin
and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people.
Therefore with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and singing:
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Merciful God, we thank you
for these gifts of your creation,
this bread and wine,
and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit,
we who eat and drink them
may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood.
On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread;
and when he had given you thanks
he broke it, gave it to his disciples, saying,
‘Take, eat. This is my body given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.’
After supper, he took the cup,
and again giving you thanks
he gave it to his disciples, saying,
‘Drink from this, all of you.
This is my blood of the new covenant
shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded:
proclaiming his offering of himself
made once for all upon the cross,
his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming again,
we celebrate, with this bread and this cup,
his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice
for the sins of the whole world.
Renew us by your Holy Spirit,
unite us in the body of your Son,
and bring us with all your people
into the joy of your eternal kingdom;
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through Jesus Christ our Lord,
with whom, and in whom,
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
we worship you, Father,
in songs of never-ending praise:

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread and the Communion
The Presider breaks the bread and says
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ:
We who are many are one body
For we all share in the one bread.
The Agnus Dei
Please sit to sing the Agnus Dei
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The Presider says
The Gifts of God for the people of God. Come, let us take this
holy sacrament of the Body and Blood of Christ, in
remembrance that he died for us, and feed on him in our hearts
by faith with thanksgiving. Amen.

Communion will now be administered to the congregation at the chancel steps.
Please wait to be invited to move forward along the centre aisle
and then return to your seat by the side aisle.
Communion Anthem
Please remain seated while the choir sings
Advent Wreath Prayer 23 (Malcolm Archer b.1952)
Blessed are you, Sovereign Lord, just and true:
to you be praise and glory for ever.
Your prophet John the Baptist was witness to the truth
as a burning and shining light.
May we your servants rejoice in his light,
and so be let to witness to him who is the Lord of our coming Kingdom,
Jesus our Saviour and King of the ages. Blessed be God for ever.
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The Sending Out of God’s People
God for whom we wait,
we thank you that you have fed us with the bread of life
and the cup of salvation.
As we joyfully await your Son,
keep us ever watchful
that we may be ready to stand before him
on the day of his coming.
Father,
we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.
Notices
Final Hymn
Hail to the Lord’s anointed - TiS 275 (Tune: Cruger)
Hail to the Lord’s anointed,
great David’s greater Son;
hail, in the time appointed,
his reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression,
to let the captive free,
and take away transgression,
and rule in equity.
He comes with help and mercy
to those who suffer wrong,
to raise the poor and needy,
and bid the weak be strong,
to give them songs for sighing,
their darkness turn to light,
whose souls condemned and dying
were precious in his sight.
He shall come down like showers
upon the fruitful earth,
and love, joy, hope, like flowers,
spring in his path to birth;
before him on the mountains
shall peace the herald go,
and righteousness in fountains
from hill to valley flow.
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Kings shall fall down before him,
and gold and incense bring;
all nations shall adore him,
his praise all people sing;
to him shall prayer unceasing
and daily vows ascend;
his kingdom still increasing,
a kingdom without end.
O’er every foe victorious,
he on his throne shall rest,
from age to age more glorious,
all blessing and all-blest.
The tide of time shall never
his covenant remove;
his name shall stand for ever,
that name to us is love.

The Blessing and Dismissal
Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, scatter the darkness from
before your path, and make you ready to greet him when he comes in glory;
and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
Postlude Prelude on ‘Whence is that goodly fragrance?’ (H. Oxley)
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NOTICES

ANGLICARE TOYS ‘N’ TUCKER APPEAL
St Luke’s supports Anglicare’s Toys ‘n’ Tucker Appeal every Christmas.
This year is no different - except that we will NOT be collecting goods on
their behalf. Anglicare Toys ‘n’ Tucker Gift Donation Envelopes will be
available during Advent. Please insert your cash or cheque donation
and place the envelope in the Offertory Basket. All proceeds will be forwarded
to Anglicare’s Toys ‘n’ Tucker Appeal immediately after Advent 4.
OFFERTORY ENVELOPES
Boxes of St Luke’s offertory envelopes for the next twelve month cycle are
available in the vestibule. Please help yourself, if you are someone who likes
to use them for your regular weekly giving.
SAFETY IN MINISTRY
St Luke's is committed to the principles of Safety in Ministry of the Anglican
Diocese of Sydney. Our Child-Safe, Child-Friendly policy is available in the
porch and on the parish website. If you have any queries or concerns, please
contact either: Dr Jocelyn Chey Tel: 9967 5136 or The Revd Dr Max Wood,
Rector, Tel: 9969 6910.
COVID-19 SAFETY PLAN CHANGES
Following the announcement last week concerning the reintroduction of singing
in churches, St Luke’s has had to complete another COVID-19 Safety Plan as
required by the NSW Government. In order for us to comply with directions and
for us all to be able to enjoy the lifting of restrictions, please note:

If you are feeling unwell, please don’t attend services or the Parish Office.

Everyone attending the Church or Parish Office must, on arrival, have their
temperature checked, hand sanitise and provide contact tracing details (if
not already provided).

Please preregister if you plan to attend a service. An Eventbrite link is
emailed each week or you can contact Helen in the Parish Office on 9969
6910 or by email: office@stlukesmosman.org

You are strongly encouraged to wear a face mask at all times on the Parish
site. It is ESSENTIAL to wear a mask if you wish to sing. Otherwise, you
must not join in any singing during the service.

You must avoid crowding together and maintain physical distancing of at
least 1.5 metres. During communion, please observe directions from those
assisting.

In Church, please only sit on the designated “green square” areas on the
pews or on the soft padded seats at the front.

Please disperse quickly at the end of all services. The NSW Government
recommendations specifically advise against congregating socially at the
conclusion of services.
Your assistance in observing these requirements makes it safer for all of us.
Please help us to help you worship at church in person this Christmas. The Rector
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TONIGHT

19

Parish of St Luke, Mosman

What’s On This Week 13/12/2020

Postal Address:
PO Box 162
Spit Junction NSW 2088

Sun 13/12 9 am

Sung Eucharist
Advent 3
Church

Street Address:
4 Heydon Street
Mosman NSW 2088

Tues 15/12 7 pm

Parish Council
Zoom Meeting

Thu 17/12 11am

Said Eucharist
FINAL for 2020
Lower Hall

Telephone: 9969 6910
Email: office@stlukesmosman.org

Next Sunday 20/12/2020

Website: www.stlukesmosman.org

9 am

@stlukesmosman.org

Sung Eucharist
Advent 4
Church

Parish Contacts
The Rector:
The Reverend Dr Max Wood
E: rector@stlukesmosman.org
T: 9969 6910
Mb: 0439 475 714
Church Wardens:
Paula Turner Mb: 0421 151 290
David Burke Mb: 0414 824 035

St Luke’s is a place of rich and diverse liturgy, where life and faith connect.
We are a progressive community that welcomes all people regardless of
gender, age, race, sexual orientation or religion.
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